
Idols of the Heart 

Read: 1 John 5:18-21 

We read in 2 Kings Chapter 23 of how King Josiah went to the high places of Judah and destroyed the 

idols that had been erected and worshipped by the people of Israel. As a result there was a reformation 

in the land with the heart of the people turning again to the Lord. 

Today we do not have high places and idols of wood, stone and bronze.  And yet we still have idols of a 

different kind – idols of the heart that are no less provoking of the Lord’s wrath and displeasure than 

those in Josiah’s day. To be sure, the idols of the heart are hardest to smash - they lay hidden deep 

within us protected by a hardened heart and are set within the recesses of minds that are darkened by 

sin, pride and the deceptions of human wisdom - only the light of God's word and the mighty work of 

the Holy Spirit softening our hearts will give us courage and strength to reach within and smack those 

vial loved ones that lead us to unbelief, discontent and the dishonoring of the only true and living God of 

the Bible. 

Beloved in the Lord, our testimony before the ungodly is both in our declaration of the gospel of Christ 

and our life testimony lived by faith in thankfulness for the forgiveness of sins, righteousness, salvation 

and everlasting life which are grounded in Christ’s death and resurrection to the glory of God alone! The 

idols of our heart only damage and obscure our witness of that grace of God bestowed on us and hinder 

us from being an effective witness to that life-changing gospel. 

What idols have you held onto – those precious vial dear ones that corrupt our thinking and harden our 

hearts toward God and others? Ask yourself, “Is my life a testimony to God’s goodness and grace; a 

reflection of gratitude for His salvation through Jesus Christ? Or, is it a testimony to the idols that I hold 

dear to my heart, testifying to my lack of faith in God and rebellion against His word and His promises 

through Christ Jesus our Lord?”  If there are any idols that have found a safe harbor in your heart cry out 

to the Lord with a humble and contrite heart, pleading with Him for His grace to open your eyes and 

soften your heart so that you might be able to smash the idols of your heart and begin to serve Him 

alone to His glory through Christ Jesus our Lord. 


